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SUBJECT: AMBASSADOR DELIVERS SEGOVIA MASSACRE LETTER 



REFS: (A) STATE 7256, (B) 98 BOGOTA 14181 

CLASSIFIED BY AMBASSADOR CURTIS W. KAMMAN. REASON 1.5(D). 

1. (C) SUMMARY. THE AMBASSADOR DELIVERED TO FOREIGN MINISTER 
FERNANDEZ ON JANUARY 19 THE LETTER CONTAINED REF A ON THE 
COLOMBIAN MILITARY JUDICIARY'S EXONERATION OF EIGHT OFFICERS FOR 
ALLEGED COMPLICITY IN THE 1988 SEGOVIA MASSACRE. THE LETTER HAS 
SERVED TO FOCUS THE ATTENTION OF COLOMBIA'S DEFENSE ESTABLISHMENT 
LEADERS, WHO APPEARED TO BE PREVIOUSLY UNAWARE OF THE VERDICT. 
THE GOC IS PREPARING A REPLY. END SUMMARY. 



AMBASSADOR CONVEYS CONCERN... 



2. (C) PRIOR TO EMBASSY RECEIPT OF THE JANUARY 14 AA/S ROMERO - 
A/S KOH LETTER (REF A) TO COLOMBIAN FOREIGN MINISTER GUILLERMO 
FERNANDEZ DE SOTO, THE AMBASSADOR TOLD FERNANDEZ JANUARY 12 WE 
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WERE VERY CONCERNED ABOUT THE MILITARY JUDICIARY'S DECEMBER 22 
EXONERATIONS OF EIGHT ARMED FORCES OFFICERS FOR ALLEGED 
COMPLICITY IN THE 1988 SEGOVIA MASSACRE (REF B) . THE AMBASSADOR 
SAID THE USG WOULD LIKELY SOON COMMUNICATE ITS CONCERN MORE 
FORMALLY. FERNANDEZ SAID HE HAD BEEN UNAWARE OF THE MILITARY 
JUDICIARY'S VERDICT. 

. . .AND LETTER 



3. (C) DUE TO FERNANDEZ'S ABSENCE FROM COLOMBIA, THE AMBASSADOR 
WAS NOT ABLE TO ARRANGE DELIVERY OF THE LETTER CONTAINED REF A 
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UNTIL JANUARY 19. THE AMBASSADOR MET INFORMALLY WITH FERNANDEZ 
AFTER PRESIDENT PASTRANA'S NEW YEAR RECEPTION FOR THE DIPLOMATIC 
CORPS JANUARY 20. FERNANDEZ SAID HE HAD SHOWN THE LETTER TO 
PASTRANA, WHO HAD REQUESTED THAT ALL RELEVANT FACTS BE GATHERED 
AND A REPLY BE SUBSEQUENTLY DRAFTED. 

CINCSOUTH ALSO RAISED SEGOVIA 



4. (C) EARLIER IN THE MONTH, THE AMBASSADOR HAD RAISED THE 
SEGOVIA DECISION WITH MILITARY FORCES COMMANDER GENERAL FERNANDO 
TAPIAS. TAPIAS HAD ALSO BEEN UNAWARE OF THE VERDICT, BUT SAID HE 
WOULD REVIEW THE CASE. CINCSOUTH GENERAL WILHELM RAISED THE 
SEGOVIA VERDICT IN BOGOTA DURING A JANUARY 18 MEETING WITH 
DEFENSE MINISTER RODRIGO LLOREDA AND TAPIAS. 

COMMENT 



5. (C) THE JOINT LETTER BY AA/S ROMERO AND A/S KOH, IN 
CONJUNCTION WITH DISCUSSIONS OF THE SEGOVIA VERDICT BY GENERAL 
WILHELM AND THE AMBASSADOR, HAS SERVED TO FOCUS THE ATTENTION OF 
COLOMBIA'S DEFENSE ESTABLISHMENT ON THIS SIGNIFICANT CASE. 
SENIOR GOC LEADERSHIP APPEARED TO HAVE BEEN PREVIOUSLY UNAWARE OF 
THE VERDICT. WE LOOK FORWARD TO THE GOC'S RESPONSE. 

KAMMAN 
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